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the laws of nature acting as slowly as they do
now, and with their well-known ordinary force,
were thus universally spread out; and thus was
formed the first stratum that overlaid the floor of
the primeval crust. Then a long period of rest
must be allowed for this first stratum to be suffi-
ciently consolidated by the superincumbent oceans
before another period of commotion, by which
another set of mountains, of different mineral
quality, should be thrown up, to be worn down in
the same way, and to be superimposed as the sec-
ond stratum. Omitting all the alleged particulars
which modified each world-production through
eras of submergence and emergence as were inci-
dent to them, suffice it to say that stratum upon
stratum from successive piles of mountains, be-
longing to successive worlds, were thus super-
imposed in a horizontal position, until the last
one formed, when, at some time or other, by
a tremendous convulsion or successive convul-
sions of nature, all these strata were torn up
from the bottom and dashed into the utmost
confusion, the granite of the first being thrown up
into our present mountain ranges, carrying with
it the matter of the other strata curved upwards,
and otherwise deflected, 'without breaking, into all
angles of inclination, and in many places com-
mingled into masses of rocks, detritus, gravel,
and various qualities of earth, yet so that we may
arrive at sure conclusions as to the details of the
cosmogony, the outline of which has now been
given from their own descriptive volumes.
Now, if all this amazing statement of physical